
MLMYC RC Laser Club Championship Round 4 – Mawson Lakes 11/5/19 
 

  Skipper Sail # 1 2 3 Total Disc. Nett Place 

K Stringer 39 RO             

D Turnbull 55 6 8 3 17   17 7 

L  Sawyer 171 3 6 5 14   14 5 

J  Berry 256 7 1 2 10   10 2 

A Heard 192 1 2 1 4   4 1 

J Nieuwen 148 9 7 10 26   26 8 

B Whitehead 259 8 9 9 26   26 9 

S Cibich 279 2 5 7 14   14 4 

G Polomka 184 10 10 8 28   28 10 

A Hayter 312 5 4 6 15   15 6 

P Clerke 289 4 3 4 11   11 3 

 
With a forecast of occasional light showers and a south-westerly breeze of 8-10 knots, we arrived at Mawson Lakes full of hope for a morning 
regatta with good winds. Instead we were greeted by very calm conditions, with highly variable wind direction. After about a half an hour delay, 
the course was laid for a northerly breeze of about 2-5 knots and A rigs were the clear choice of the day. Unfortunately, this wind held for only 
about 40 minutes enabling us to sail three races, before sailing was called off. 
The first race saw a very competitive start by most sailors, but it was Lindsay Sawyer who got the early lead and took the starboard tack out 
into the lake. Steven Cibich and I sailed closer into shore and eventually benefitted from a light breeze, while Lindsay remained stranded in 
calm conditions. 
This theme of tacking in-shore, both at the start and from the leeward mark, remained the key tactic of the day, and no-one mastered it better 
than did John Berry. John sailed well in the second race but at the final leeward mark he had been caught by Phil Clerke, Alex Hayter and me. 
He responded by tacking in-shore, while the rest of us favoured the extra wind pressure in the middle of the lake. John got a lovely inshore lift 
and beat the three of us hands down. 
In the last race, John used the same successful tactic, and Don Turnbull and I only just managed to keep in touch with him at the first mark. At 
the final leeward mark John and I were neck and neck. Being determined not to make the same mistake twice I tacked inshore. John followed 
and we tacked into some very light air and for a moment we looked like getting caught by Don, Phil and Lindsay. And then right on cue in came 
a light northerly puff that sent us both safely across the finishing line. 
John Berry and I both had a great day out, Phil Clerke was very consistant and Alex Hayter, Steven Cibich, Lindsay Sawyer and Don Turnbull 
were always threatening the front of the fleet. 
Many thanks to Kym Stringer for being RO in what were tricky conditions, and to Lorraine Berry for scoring. 


